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About Research Canada

Research Canada is a national, broad-based alliance dedicated to increasing investment and support in health 
research and health innovation through collaborative advocacy. We believe health research and innovation are a 
shared benefit and responsibility, and an investment in Canada’s future. We engage and work with government, 
academia, industry and non-profit sectors to build support for balanced and long-term health research funding–
investments that strengthen Canada’s innovation system and lead to better health, sustainable health care, new 
commercialization opportunities and skilled jobs for Canadians.

OUR MISSION: To improve the health and prosperity of all Canadians by championing Canada’s global 
leadership in health research and health innovation.

Our Members

Research Canada is proud to have over ninety member organizations that represent the diverse Canadian health 
research and health innovation ecosystem. Visit our website to view the full list of Research Canada’s Members, 
Supporters and Partners.

The Parliamentary Health Research Caucus

The Parliamentary Health Research Caucus (PHRC) is a non-partisan, “owned by Parliamentarians” forum 
established in 2009 by Senator Wilbert Keon and Research Canada to engage elected officials in educational 
events that showcase Canadian health research and health innovation and to raise awareness about the social and 
economic benefits of Canada’s health research enterprise and health innovation system.

Learn more about the Your Candidates, Your Health campaign at yourcandidatesyourhealth.ca

https://rc-rc.ca/members-supporters-and-partners/
http://yourcandidatesyourhealth.ca


LEARN MORE AT INNOVATIVEMEDICINES.CA

Innovative Medicines Canada is proud to be an integral part of our country’s 
world-class healthcare system, ensuring Canadian patients have the best 

access to innovative medicines and vaccines.

VALUE OF INNOVATIVE MEDICINES

INNOVATIVE MEDICINES HELP DRIVE 
CANADA’S KNOWLEDGE-BASED ECONOMY
Innovative pharmaceutical companies are a critical part of 

the Canadian economy. According to a 2017 analysis by EY, 

Innovative Medicines Canada member companies generate 

$19-billion in economic activity, invest $1.2-billion annually into 

R&D to stimulate innovation and support 30,000 high value jobs.

INNOVATIVE MEDICINES ARE GOOD 
FOR THE HEALTHCARE SYSTEM
Spending on innovative medicines and vaccines helps prevent 

and cure diseases and makes substantial contributions to the 

healthcare system. New therapies help Canadians avoid costly 

hospital stays, invasive surgical procedures and, what can

sometimes be, a lifetime of chronic illness. One study showed 

that for every $1 spent on new medicines, non-drug expenses 

drop by more than $7.

Innovative pharmaceutical companies in Canada and around the 

world are changing the face of illness. We have the tools we need 

to manage and often cure diseases, and the best is yet to come. 

With personalized medicine and 7,000 new medicines in 

development, the future is bright.

INNOVATIVE MEDICINES HELP CANADIANS 
LIVE HEALTHY, FULFILLING LIVES



The pandemic has shown that our health research and 
innovation ecosystem is capable of remarkable speed, 
productivity and impact when we work collaboratively 
towards a common goal. Canada needs a whole-of-
government approach to health research and innovation 
policy and investment that reflects and supports the 
collaborative nature of our ecosystem.

Canada’s post-pandemic recovery and future pandemic 
preparedness depend on having a robust health 
research and innovation ecosystem that recognizes 
the unique and essential roles contributed by each 
stakeholder, and expects and enables trans-sector 
partnerships between and among stakeholders.

The pandemic has shown that our health research and innovation ecosystem is capable of remarkable speed, 
productivity and impact when we work collaboratively towards a common goal. It has also underscored how reliant 
our health security, social wellbeing and economic prosperity are on a fully-supported, future-ready ecosystem, 
and the potential risks of neglect. 

This is why we are calling for a whole-of-government strategy for the health research and innovation ecosystem 
which will support the unique and essential roles contributed by each stakeholder. To this end, and if you are 
successful in your bid to be elected to the Parliament of Canada in the 2021 Federal Election, we ask that you 
advocate with your party for the following:

Recent reinvestments into Canadian research and 
innovation have been welcome and much needed, but 
Canada remains significantly outpaced internationally 
and there is much more to do to catch up and lead. 
Canada must stay focused and continue to invest in 
fundamental science through the Tri-Council.

“Frailty today is as important as Medicare was in the 1960s - a 
topic central to healthcare in Canada.”

Advocacy Messages

We encourage government leaders and representatives 
to continue to promote research and innovation 
initiatives that address the needs and ambitions of 
diverse, highly-qualified research personnel, including 
the next generation, Indigenous Peoples, women, 
racialized communities and those of diverse abilities.

DR. DUNCAN SINCLAIR 
PAST BOARD MEMBER, CANADIAN FRAILTY NETWORK  

AND FORMER DEAN, FACULTY OF MEDICINE, QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY

The pandemic has demonstrated the critical need—and demand—for robust health data that can accurately inform 
decision-making, enhance threat surveillance, educate the public and help health leaders gain the upper hand in a crisis. It 
has also demonstrated the need for digital health tools that can engage patients more fully in their care, improve access to 
quality health care and innovations for patients, and facilitate innovative ways of conducting health research. 
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The Current State of Health Research 
and Innovation in Canada

COVID-19 has showcased the strength of Canada’s health research and innovation ecosystem and the vital role 
it plays in our ability to protect and improve the health and wellbeing of all of the people of Canada, both in 
relation to pandemics like our current one and the myriad of health concerns that we continue to face every day 
across the country. While investments made in recent years—including throughout the pandemic—have been 
helping get us through COVID-19, the pandemic has also shed light on the dire consequences of an underfunded 
health research and innovation ecosystem.

Health research is a top priority for Canadians. A robust health research and innovation ecosystem is key to 
ensuring that Canada is prepared for future health crises and to protecting our future health security, social 
wellbeing and economic prosperity.    

CANADA AT THE INTERNATIONAL TABLE

Source: Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development. Gross domestic spending on R&D

Worldwide, Canada is no longer in the top 30 
nations in terms of total research intensity. 

Canada’s gross domestic spending on R&D 
(GERD) has been declining slowly over the 
last 15 years. 

While Canada has the highest higher 
education expenditures on R&D (HERD) 
among the G7, the federal share is much 
lower than other countries at 24%.
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“MDSC is dedicated to working tirelessly on behalf of the patient and family 
community to tackle mental illness and to ensure our priorities and experiences 
are consistently brought to the forefront. Known for our collaborative approach 
in driving research and advocating for policy improvements, MDSC supports 
community mental health organizations, programs and services, from coast 
to coast. This is an unprecedented time in mental health where we are seeing 
the ramifications of the pandemic create even more mental health problems 
and crises. We must actively pursue investments for innovation in therapies 
and empower collaborative programs and services.  At MDSC, we strive to 
bring together all community stakeholders including health care, research, 
professionals, and government with the patient community to work together to 
fight mental illness and improve mental wellness.”

DAVE GALLSON 
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

MOOD DISORDERS SOCIETY OF CANADA



“The current global health crisis has only reinforced the 
importance of strengthening life sciences, especially here in 
Canada. Roche is committed to continuing our investments in 
the Canadian healthcare ecosystem and being a trusted partner 
in building a strong life sciences sector to solidify Canada’s 
position as a leader when it comes to innovation.”

RONNIE MILLER 
PRESIDENT AND CEO 

HOFFMANN-LA ROCHE LTD.

Researchers in Canada struggle to find funding for the 
health research projects that can lead to innovative 
health solutions. Success rates of the Canadian 
Institutes of Health Research (CIHR)’s project grant 
competition have steadily been declining over the  
past two decades.

Canadas’ future generation of health researchers and 
innovators are particularly disadvantaged. Despite the 
steadily increasing number of PhD and post-doctoral 
fellows in Canada, the number of federally-administered 
awards and fellowships have not kept pace.

SUPPORTING CANADA’S HEALTH RESEARCHERS AND INNOVATORS
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FUNDING FOR CANADIAN HEALTH RESEARCH AND INNOVATION

Canada spends only 1.5% of total 
public expenditures on health to 
fund health research.
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Source: Canadian Institute for Health Information. National Health Expenditure Trends, 1975-2020

“Canada’s science infrastructure is challenged to move discoveries from the lab 
to clinical trials. Many of our inventions become targets of foreign takeovers. By 
addressing the challenges that hamper translation, we‘ll be better situated to 
advance made-in-Canada innovations like vaccines and immunotherapies. BioCanRx 
urges all parties to support predictable, long-term investments for preclinical to 
clinical development of therapies for the benefit of patients and the economy.”

DR. STÉPHANIE MICHAUD 
PRESIDENT AND CEO 

BIOCANRX



Hospital for Sick Children

McGill University Health Centre

University Health Network

Sanofi 

Hamilton Health Sciences 

GlaxoSmithKline

Pfizer Canada

AstraZeneca Canada

Vancouver Coastal Health Authority

Valeant Pharmaceuticals

Public Health Expenditures

Health research spending as a percentage of: 

research hospitals’ total hospital spending

23.8%

18.7%

17.3%

16.2%

14.2%

9.3%

8.2%

7.5%

4.3%

4.1%

1.6%

health and biosciences companies’ total 
revenues

total public expenditures on health 

Sources: Research Infosource Inc. Canada’s Top 40 Research Hospitals 2020 and Canada’s Top 100 Corporate R&D Spenders 2020;  Canadian 
Institute for Health Information. National Health Expenditure Trends, 1975 to 2020

Many of Research Canada’s Members, Supporters and Partners are among the top research hospitals 
and pharmaceutical and biotechnology companies supporting health research and the development 
of innovative health products.

INTO THE FUTURE

Further efforts are sorely needed to ensure Canada reverses its previous course, propelling Canadian health 
research and innovation into a globally competitive space. 

Visit yourcandidatesyourhealth.ca for more information.

FUNDING FOR CANADIAN HEALTH RESEARCH AND INNOVATION - CONTINUED

Federal and provincial/
territorial governments 

spend

1.5%
of total health expenditures 

on health research.

Canada’s top 40 research 
hospitals spend a 

median of

6.8%
of total hospital spending 

on health research.

The pharmaceutical and 
biotechnology companies on 

Canada’s top 100 Corporate R&D 
spenders spend a median of

10.1%
of total revenues on R&D.

Compared to corporate and hospital research spending, public spending on health research in 
Canada is very low.

“Lakehead University’s 2019-2024 Research Plan includes Health and Well-
Being as one of five research priorities. Our researchers aim to make a 
difference in the health and well-being of our communities across the age 
and health continuum, including rural and remote health, addictions and 
mental health, and medical imaging. We are making significant advances 
in health research to positively impact those living in Northern Ontario’s 
remote and rural communities.”

DR. ANDREW DEAN 
VP RESEARCH AND INNOVATION 

LAKEHEAD UNIVERSITY

http://yourcandidatesyourhealth.ca


estimated health care costs for adults 65+
in 2040 - an 88% increase from 2019$140

Including frailty as a pillar of the National Seniors
Strategy
Using a public health approach to reduce the risk of
frailty for Canadians
Funding research, knowledge mobilization, and training
of the next generation of caregivers to address frailty.
Improving support for family and friend caregivers of
older adults living with frailty
Advocating for older adults based on evidence based
research to inform policy and practice

Frailty is a condition of reduced function and health in
older people. It results in the loss of ability to do what is
enjoyed, to care for oneself or to remain independent. Older
adults with frailty have reduced health and are susceptible to
large declines in their health from minor illnesses such as
the flu, or falls. People living with frailty are more likely to
be hospitalized, need long term care or die.

The Canadian Frailty Network (CFN) is Canada's sole
network dedicated to improving the lives of Canadians
living with frailty and their family/friend caregivers.   
 CFN works to reduce frailty which will enable older adults to
age at home and reduce the need for long term care. As
Canada's population continues to age, it is imperative that
this important work continues.

Canada has become a leader in frailty research world
wide. In order for Canada to continue leading, we must
continue to fund research and solutions to address frailty.

Frailty can be addressed by:

CFN IS UNIQUELY POSITIONED TO HELP

CFN's AVOID Frailty public health campaign helps older
Canadians stay healthy as they age 

Research funded by CFN aims to improve frailty care
across all care settings including primary, acute, and long-
term care for older adults living with frailty and their
caregivers.

CFN trains the next generation of researchers, scientists,
care providers and policy makers through our Interdisciplinary
Training Program

CFN's network of over 4500 stakeholders, researchers,
citizens and industry partners work together to move
research into action nationally with international impacts.

FRAILTY: What can be done? 

2x

$10.9

of older Canadians in long-term care
are pre-frail or living with frailty80%

Women & Indigenous Elders are 2X
more likely to develop frailty 

in economic value generated annually by
older adults through volunteering

1

ABOUT THE CANADIAN FRAILTY NETWORK (CFN)

CFN is funded by the Networks of Centres of Excellence (NCE) program and is focused on increasing frailty recognition and
assessment, creating evidence to inform decision making from the bedside to policy making, training the next generation of care
professionals and scientists, and mobilizing knowledge to catalyze improvements in Canada’s health and social care systems.

CFN is active in all settings of care including acute, primary, community and long term care, including end-of-life care and
advance care planning 

94% of Canadians who died from COVID-19
in 2020 were aged 60+

WWW.CFN-NCE.CA  |  WWW.AVOIDFRAILTY.CA  

million

billion

(NIA, 2018)

(Government of Canada, 2021)

(Revera, 2019)

(Morley, 2013; Walker, 2017)

(Globerman, 2021)



Responding to and Recovering from the 
COVID-19 Pandemic

When the COVID-19 pandemic emerged in early 2020, Canada’s health research and innovation 
communities rose to the challenge and immediately began investigating ways to fight the virus, including 
using diagnostics, therapeutics, vaccines and public health measures to help slow the spread and mitigate 
the social, health and economic impacts of the virus that causes COVID-19—SARS-CoV-2. 

As a result, in just 16 months we now have three new therapeutic drugs and four COVID-19 vaccines 
approved by Health Canada1 that have been delivered to over 65% of Canada’s population.2 Many other 
vaccine and therapeutic candidates have been authorized for clinical study, over 40 of which are being led 
and/or supported by Research Canada Members.

1 Government of Canada. Drug and vaccine authorizations for COVID-19. July 23, 2021. https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/ser-
vices/drugs-health-products/covid19-industry/drugs-vaccines-treatments/authorization/list-drugs.html

2 Government of Canada. COVID-19 vaccination in Canada. July 23, 2021. https://health-infobase.canada.ca/covid-19/vaccination-cov-
erage/

Source: Government of Canada

“The member companies of Innovative Medicines Canada have a strong history 
of success in discovering, developing and delivering medicines and vaccines that 
Canadians needs to live healthy and productive lives. We have, over time and as a 
country, prioritized health research within the health care system, with the effect of 
creating an environment that allows our best and brightest to do their complex and 
important work. We want to work with all levels of government and will continue 
to support life sciences research in Canada through effective and thoughtful public 
policy. This includes developing policies and programs that ensure Canadians have 
access to new medicines, when they need them.”

PAMELA FRALICK 
PRESIDENT 

INNOVATIVE MEDICINES CANADA

https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-health-products/covid19-industry/drugs-vaccines-treatments/authorization/list-drugs.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-health-products/covid19-industry/drugs-vaccines-treatments/authorization/list-drugs.html
https://health-infobase.canada.ca/covid-19/vaccination-coverage/
https://health-infobase.canada.ca/covid-19/vaccination-coverage/


HOW DID WE DO IT?

1. FUNDING: The Government of Canada acted quickly to 
fund COVID-19 health research, investing over $2 billion 
since the start of the pandemic to support Canada’s 
research ecosystem in the fight against COVID-19.

2. FUNDAMENTAL SCIENCE: SARS-CoV-2 is a new infectious 
agent, but coronaviruses are not. Years of basic, biomedical 
research gave scientists a foundational understanding of 
coronaviruses that allowed them to quickly move beyond 
understanding SARS-CoV-2 to developing solutions to 
prevent and tackle the virus. 

3. UNPRECEDENTED COLLABORATION: Canada—and the 
world—saw unprecedented levels of collaboration among 
and between sectors and knowledge sharing across 
jurisdictions.

4. PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT: Recruitment of sufficient numbers 
of participants is often a challenge for clinical trials, but 
widespread public interest in solutions to COVID-19 helped 
to quickly attract large numbers of enthusiastic trial 
participants.

RISING TO THE CHALLENGE

The COVID-19 pandemic undoubtedly had an enormous impact 
on Canada, from the disruption to people’s daily lives, to the 
halting of ongoing health and clinical research, to shining a light 
on the cracks in our health research and innovation ecosystem.

 � Many ongoing research projects and funding opportunities 
were put on hold in order to focus efforts on the 
COVID-19 pandemic, many of which have yet to resume. 
Researchers across the country—from graduate students 
and trainees to postdoctoral fellows and early- and mid-
career investigators—continue to face uncertain futures in 
research.

“Science is a critical economic driver, as is health of population. COVID-19 pandemic 
is giving us ample evidence. As we build back our capacity, there will be need for new 
standards of health security and new expectations. Glycomics can offer new avenues to 
drug discovery, novel methods of biomanufacturing, and more personalized healthcare. The 
breakthroughs achieved by GlycoNet researchers are addressing the key gap in Canadian 
health research infrastructure – developing, translating, and commercializing research to 
realize its full economic potential. As we bring new areas of science to fruition, we make a 
more sustainable world for future generations with the help of glycomics-based vaccines, 
therapeutics, and diagnostics.”

DR. ELIZABETH NANAK 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

GLYCONET



“The COVID-19 pandemic has had devastating consequences for older adults, especially 
those living with dementia, and their caregivers. Research from Baycrest and elsewhere 
suggests that both direct and indirect impacts of COVID-19 on the brain may lead to 
an increase in the incidence of dementia. Now more than ever, government support 
of research and innovation in aging, brain health, and dementia is imperative. There 
is a critical need for significant investment both in foundational research to further 
our understanding of aging and the human brain, and in translation and innovation 
programs to develop, spread, and scale novel approaches that prevent, detect, and 
treat dementia. Together, we can create a world in which everyone is empowered to 
age fearlessly.”

DR. ALLISON SEKULER 
VP RESEARCH, BAYCREST AND 

MANAGING DIRECTOR, BAYCREST’S 
ROTMAN RESEARCH INSTITUTE

 � Health charities are critical service providers to some of Canada’s 
most vulnerable populations and represent a vital source of funding 
for health and clinical research. Reduced philanthropic donations as 
a result of the economic challenges presented by COVID-19 severely 
reduced health charities’ capacity to carry out these fundamental 
activities and continue to threaten the long-term health of this sector.

 � The pandemic has created unique barriers for post-secondary 
institutions and the research ecosystem as a whole to attract and 
retain international students and talent.

 � In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, health and biosciences 
companies largely focused their efforts and resources towards 
vaccine, treatment and diagnostic research and development, as well 
as supplying front line workers with critical medical and personal 
protective equipment. With resources dedicated elsewhere, their 
ability to continue to invest in clinical research throughout much 
of the pandemic was severely limited.  At the same time, health 
and biosciences companies were faced with continued uncertainty 
regarding the upcoming changes to the Patented Medicine Prices 
Review Board (PMPRB) regulations.

 � Academic health science centres lost critical research funding due 
to the halting of ongoing clinical research and subsequent pullout 
of private industry partners as they focused their own efforts on 
responding to the pandemic.

 � Other health concerns and diseases did not stop for COVID-19. Indeed, 
many ongoing health concerns—like mental health, addictions and 
chronic conditions—have been exacerbated by the pandemic. 

 � In addition to the impact COVID-19 has had on chronically ill 
populations, it has also disproportionately impacted already 
vulnerable and diverse communities, especially among Indigenous and 
racialized communities.

Despite these challenges, Canada’s health research and innovation 
ecosystem rose to the challenge of COVID-19, focusing efforts on 
advancing innovative health research to combat the virus and continuing 
to support our most vulnerable populations. 



“Our university has a long track record of making and responding to change. Through 
building partnerships across industries, leading experiential learning programs or 
committing to advance equity and inclusion, we believe in challenging the status quo in 
pursuit of new possibilities. I couldn’t be more excited about our plans to launch a new 
kind of medical school, where we can create a new model for primary care — one that’s 
community-driven, intentionally inclusive and that trains doctors whose cultural awareness 
and humility are as crucial as their medical skills.”

DR. MOHAMED LACHEMI 
PRESIDENT & VICE CHANCELLOR 

RYERSON UNIVERSITY

Mitacs and KBHN partner to support children with disabilities during COVID-19 
Kids Brain Health Network | Surrey, British Columbia

Remdesivir: Providing greaterr hope than ever in the fight against COVID-19 
Gilead Sciences Canada | Mississauga, Ontario

Meet Dr. Peter Kiiza: Part of the team researching COVID-19 treatments at 
Sunnybrook 
Sunnybrook Research Institute | Toronto, Ontario

How a lab in Saskatchewan that focuses on animals became Canada’s $23M hope 
for a COVID-19 vaccine 

University of Saskatchewan & VIDO-InterVac | Saskatoon, Saskatchewan

Montreal’s first post-COVID clinic opens at the Montreal Clinical Research Institute 
Montreal Clinical Research Institute (IRCM) | Montreal, Quebec

Driven by data, anchored in care: Research through a Learning Health System 
lens 
IWK Health | Halifax, Nova Scotia

The key to finding a cure for COVID-19? Open science 
Montreal Neurological Institute (The Neuro) | Montreal, Quebec

Visit yourcandidatesyourhealth.ca to read these stories and more.

RC MEMBERS IN THE NEWS

The response of Canada’s health research and innovation ecosystem to the COVID-19 pandemic is a 
shining example of what we can accomplish when we work collaboratively and are supported both 
financially and with policies that enable and foster trans-sector partnerships between and among 
stakeholders. With the growing spread of COVID-19 variants, health research and innovation will 
continue to be critical in helping us to understand these variants and assess the effectiveness of 
vaccines and other interventions  to achieve herd immunity enable us to return to—and maintain—a 
sense of normalcy in our daily lives.

We need to continue to support this ecosystem approach to research and innovation to 
ensure that Canada is prepared for the health challenges yet to come.

INTO THE FUTURE

https://kidsbrainhealth.ca/index.php/2020/05/06/mitacs-and-kids-brain-health-network-partner-to-support-children-with-disabilities-during-covid-19/
https://stories.gilead.com/articles/an-open-letter-from-our-chairman-and-ceo-oct-8
https://sunnybrook.ca/research/media/item.asp?c=48&i=2220&page=524&f=peter-kiiza-covid-19-research
https://sunnybrook.ca/research/media/item.asp?c=48&i=2220&page=524&f=peter-kiiza-covid-19-research
https://www.cbc.ca/news/health/coronavirus-covid-19-vido-intervac-saskatchewan-vaccine-1.5508114
https://www.cbc.ca/news/health/coronavirus-covid-19-vido-intervac-saskatchewan-vaccine-1.5508114
https://montreal.ctvnews.ca/exclusive-montreal-s-first-post-covid-clinic-opens-friday-at-the-montreal-clinical-research-institute-1.5302647
https://youriwk.com/2020/05/14/driven-by-data-anchored-in-care/
https://youriwk.com/2020/05/14/driven-by-data-anchored-in-care/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/article-the-key-to-finding-a-cure-for-covid-19-open-science/
http://yourcandidatesyourhealth.ca


Fighting COVID-19 One Dose at a Time

Government of Canada Donates AstraZeneca Vaccine Doses to                            
Support Global Pandemic Effort
 

On July 12, 2021, the Government of Canada announced that it will donate 17.7 million doses of As-
traZeneca COVID-19 Vaccine to COVAX, a multilateral collaborative initiative aimed at ensuring fair and 
equitable access to World Health Organization (WHO)-approved vaccines worldwide. The donation is 
part of a broader commitment by the Government to help poorer countries fight the global pandemic.

This is a welcome donation, made at a critical time as the more transmissible Delta variant continues to 
spark outbreaks around the world. The scientific, healthcare and biopharmaceutical communities have 
mobilized on an historic scale to develop vaccines, however the overwhelming majority of the world’s 
population remains unprotected and lacks access – while roughly 25% of the world population has 
received at least one dose of a COVID-19 vaccine, only 1% of people in low income countries have re-
ceived at least one dose. To change the course of the pandemic, COVID-19 vaccines need to be available 
globally and accessible to all who need them. 

AstraZeneca’s COVID-19 vaccine continues to have a major global impact against COVID-19 and to be an 
important tool in overcoming the pandemic around the world. Recent clinical and real-world evidence 
data also demonstrate the effectiveness (i.e. against severe disease, hospitalization, death) of our vac-
cine against the new variants, including the rapidly transmissible Delta variant.

From the outset, we have viewed the pandemic as a global challenge, and we’re proud to be a part 
of the united effort to vaccinate humanity. AstraZeneca was the first manufacturer to join the COVAX 
partnership and we have supplied more than 90% of COVAX doses, with more than two-thirds of supply 
going to low- and middle-income countries. We’re equally proud of our partnership with the University 
of Oxford and commitment to providing broad and equitable access to our vaccine – making it avail-
able to as many countries as possible and at no profit during the pandemic. Overall, we have shipped 
more than 700 million doses of our vaccine to more than 170 countries to date. 

We continue to be at the forefront of the global research effort aimed at delivering well-tolerated and 
effective COVID-19 vaccines, including research into the impact of our vaccine over time, how to opti-
mize our approach in response to emerging variants, and the development of a new long-acting mono-
clonal antibody combination to prevent COVID-19 infection. We are also working with industry partners, 
governments and research institutions around the world to understand the mechanisms and causes of 
rare adverse events, and the interchangeability of COVID-19 vaccines to support global access.



NATIONAL PUBLIC OPINION POLL  
ON HEALTH AND MEDICAL RESEARCH

Canadians understand that health research improves health and creates tomorrow’s jobs. They also know 
that health research holds a promise for the future – possible cures and better health care for all of us.

LEADERSHIP AND PRIORITIES

of Canadians say 
Canada should be a 
global leader in health 
and medical research.

91%
of Canadians are more likely 
to vote for a Candidate 
who supports health and 
medical research.

86%
of Canadians say their 
province should be a 
national leader in health 
and medical research.

86%

say it makes an important contribution 
to the healthcare system.

Canadians view health and medical research as 
having a greater impact over the past decade:

say it makes an important 
contribution to the economy.

91%

81%

Compared to 2015, more Canadians think health and 
medical research makes a very important contribution:

To the 
healthcare 
system:

To the 
economy: 

49%

61%

31%

41%

2015

2019

2015

2019

“Health charities play an important and complementary role to other 
research funders, filling essential gaps, promoting patient-centered research 
and providing direct connections to patient communities. As our sector 
recovers from the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, Canadians living with 
diseases and/or medical conditions will continue to turn to science and 
ground-breaking research to identify new and innovative approaches to the 
challenges they face. Critical federal support is needed to stabilize and grow 
Canada’s health research and innovation system.”

CONNIE CÔTÉ 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

HEALTH CHARITIES COALITION 
OF CANADA



“Science compels us to push the boundaries of what is possible and it 
is exciting to work for a company that actively pursues the possibilities 
of science and invests over hundreds of million each year in research 
and development for the well-being of Canadians. I am also proud of 
AstraZeneca’s role in the fight against COVID-19, offering treatments that 
have a major impact on the lives of patients.”

ISABELLE GAGNON 
SENIOR MANAGER, GOVERNMENT 

AFFAIRS, FEDERAL & QUEBEC 
ASTRAZENECA CANADA

9 out of 10 Canadians consider it important that 

federal and provincial governments invest in the education and training of health and medical researchers.

6 out of 10 Canadians are still willing to  

pay out of pocket to support health and medical research and to pay more 
taxes for Canadian-made health science innovations and technologies.

INVESTMENTS

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT IN HEALTH AND MEDICAL RESEARCH

9 out of 10 Canadians agree that  

basic research is necessary and should be 
supported by the federal government.

of Canadians say clinical 
research has important value. 93%

are interested in getting involved in health and medical 
research, but less than one-third of Canadians are 
familiar with local research going on at universities and 
hospitals and are aware of opportunities to participate.

63%

Learn more at yourcandidatesyourhealth.ca

“Older adults and long-term care residents have seen devastating impacts 
this past year. When Canadians ask ‘what next?’ we need to be prepared 
to offer solutions backed by best evidence and practice. Research and 
innovation are the backbone of health care progress, feeding into care 
and economy alike. If we want to see real-world impact, we need to 
continue investing in the people and the science that are improving health 
outcomes for Canadians. The Bruyère Research Institute is dedicated to 
collaborating with industry and government to address the needs of our 
aging population.”

DR. HEIDI SVEISTRUP 
CEO AND CHIEF SCIENCTIFIC OFFICER 

BRUYÈRE RESEARCH INSTITUTE



HEALTH RESEARCH & INNOVATION

Sharon
PATIENT, OVARIAN CANCER CANADA

“To find new clinical 
treatments, we need the 
clinical trials out there.”

Andrea Redway
PATIENT, INNOVATIVE MEDICINES CANADA

“Having access to innovative 
medicines and treatments meant 
everything to my family.”

Dr. Jonathan McGavok
RESEARCHER, UNIVERSITY OF MANITOBA 

& DIABETES CANADA

“I knew that if we could make 
a research impact, it would be 
working with these Indigenous 

communities to develop 
strategies that could lead to 

meaningful change.”

Aiden Deschamps
PATIENT, CHEO RESEARCH INSTITUTE

“Unbeknownst to him, the 
Ottawa baby is a pioneer 

in medicine, the first in 
Canada, outside of clinical 

trial, to be treated for spinal 
muscular dystrophy using gene 

replacement therapy.”

Dr. Nada Jabado
RESEARCHER, RI-MUHC

“What we have accomplished 
as a team in this study 
brings hope for patients.”

Sherry Pang
PATIENT, CROHN’S AND COLITIS CANADA

“For 25 years, I have fundraised 
for research to find cures 
because research brings me the 
greatest hope.”

IMPROVED HEALTH & WELLBEING FOR CANADIANS

HEALTH RESEARCH AND INNOVATION IN CANADA: 

Bringing Innovative Solutions to Patients
Supporting health research and health innovation is critical to ensuring the health and well-being of Canadians. Each 

stakeholder – from government to academia, from our health and biosciences companies to health charities and 
patient groups – has a pivotal and unique role to play in Canada’s health research and health innovation system.

But don’t take it from us – take it from Canadians.

Visit yourcandidatesyourhealth.ca to read these stories & more.

“Through our work with collaborators, communities, governments, 
and industry, Queen’s University continues to advance research 
and drive knowledge mobilization and innovation to make a 
measured impact on Canada and the world.”

DR. NANCY ROSS 
VICE-PRINCIPAL (RESEARCH) 

QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY

http://yourcandidatesyourhealth.ca


Thank you
TO OUR SPONSORS

Innovative Medicines Canada is the national voice of Canada’s innovative pharmaceutical 
industry. We advocate for policies that enable the discovery, development and 
commercialization of innovative medicines and vaccines that improve the lives of all 
Canadians. We support our members’ commitment to being valued partners in the 
Canadian healthcare system.

AstraZeneca is a global, innovation-driven biopharmaceutical business with a primary 
focus on the discovery, development and commercialization of primary and specialty 
care medicines that transform lives. Our primary focus is on four important areas of 
healthcare: Cardiovascular and Metabolic disease; Oncology; Respiratory, Inflammation and 
Autoimmunity; and Rare Diseases. For more information: www.astrazeneca.ca.

Canadian Frailty Network (CFN) is Canada’s sole network devoted to improving care for 
older Canadians living with frailty and supporting their families and caregivers. We do this 
by increasing frailty recognition and assessment, increasing evidence for decision-making, 
advancing evidence-based changes to care, training the next generation of care professionals 
and scientists, catalyzing change in Canada’s health and social care systems, and always 
engaging with older adults and their families and caregivers.


